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Summer Journal Assignments / 8th Grade 

You will use your summer journal to complete this summer’s ELA and 

Science Assignments along with documenting your break! 

MS ELA Summer Reading Requirements: 

Students will read the following books over the summer and answer the corresponding questions in their summer 

journals to turn in on the first day of school in homeroom. Remember to read and answer questions for all three 

books assigned.  

1. Animal Farm by George Orwell   

(This book will be sent home with your child at the end of this school year to be returned on the first day 

of school. Please note that the book is school property and will need to be replaced if lost or damaged.) 

Questions to answer in your summer journal: 

1. In your own words, narrate a short summary of the book. Be sure to include the beginning, middle, and 

end of the book in at least 6 sentences.  

2. Which characters from the story represent which historical figures?  

 

2. Select a biography based on the following criteria:     

The 8th-grade biographies should be at least 100 pages and should be about a worthy individual in world history 

who lived between 1607 and 2000 A.D.  (Examples:  George Washington, William Wilberforce, Frederick Douglas, 

Elizabeth II, Martin Luther King, etc.) Please do not choose media stars. Don’t forget that Who Was… books can be 

a good option. 

Questions to answer in your summer journal: 

1. Why do you believe God brought this person to live in that place at that time? What difference did his 

or her life make? 

2. How would the world be different today if your chosen person had never lived?  

 

3. The Last Battle by C.S. Lewis     

If you prefer, you may listen to this using the radio theater version listed below and accessible via this form on the school 

eccsnarnia.weebly.com  / The site password is: cslewis 

Questions to answer in your summer journal: 

1. In your own words, narrate a short summary of the book. Be sure to include the beginning, middle, and 

end of the book in at least 6 sentences.  

2. Tell which part of the book you connected with the most and why. 

*Extra Credit ELA Grade: Read a book of your choice: This book should have appropriate middle school 

content (does not dishonor God in any way) and length (over 100 pages).  
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MS Science Summer Collection / Observation Assignment - Shell Collection  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shell - the hard, protective outer case made of calcium carbonate of a mollusk (snails, mussels and clams) 

For the 2025-26 School year we will be collecting shells for our annual MS collection project.  Start by 

exploring and collecting snail shells from your backyard, creeks, ponds or rivers, as well as oyster shells and 

seashells from the beach.  You may also accept shells from friends and family.  Store bought shells along with 

crabs, starfish or sand dollars will not be accepted. 

By the end of the school year, your goal will be to have collected 8 different shells.  Try and collect as many as 

you can during the summer and keep them in one place (jar or bag) that you will add to throughout the year.   

Each time you find a shell you should create a journal reflection laid out as shown: 

  

At the start of the school year, you will be graded for having 2 complete journal entries based on 2 different 

shells.  Feel free to collect all 8 over the summer and journal as we go throughout the year.   

Please reach out with any questions, but I hope you find this a time of appreciation of God’s creation. 

Mrs. Herring / michelle.herring@eccs.org 


